
2009 NEUROSURGERY 
GRAND ROUNDS

www.cedars-sinai.edu/neurosurgery

These conferences are for 

neurosurgeons, neurologists, 

spine surgeons,  primary care 

physicians and other  

professionals involved in the 

management and diagnosis of  

neurological disorders.



February 13, 2009
Stumpy: A Novel Gene Yields a New  
Therapeutic Target for Medulloblastoma
Terrence Town, PhD
12 p.m., Thalians Auditorium

February 27, 2009
Controversies in Neurosurgery
Kofi Kessey, MD
12 p.m., Thalians Auditorium

March 13, 2009
Stimulating Anti-tumor Immune Responses from 
Within: The Role of Endogenous Tol Receptor  
Ligands in Glioma Immunotherapy
Maria Castro, PhD
12 p.m., Thalians Auditorium

March 27, 2009
Human Neural Stem Cells: Putative Role in Brain 
Cancer
Alfredo Quinones-Hinojosa, MD
12 p.m., Thalians Auditorium

April 24, 2009
Decompressive Craniectomy
Austin Colohan, MD
12 p.m., Thalians Auditorium

May 22, 2009
The Team Approach to the Management of  
Tumors of the Lateral Skull Base
Rick Friedman, MD
12 p.m., Thalians Auditorium

June 12, 2009
Clinical Case Conference
Patrick Reid, MD & Ram Vasudevan, MD
12 p.m., Thalians Auditorium

June 26, 2009
Lumbar Spine Degeneration Disease- Anatomic and 
Clinical Correlates
Srinath Samudrala, MD
12 p.m., Educational Conference Center, 
Room B

July 10, 2009
Avoidance of Medical Malpractice
Carolyn Bell, Esq
12 p.m., Educational Conference Center, 
Room B
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July 24, 2009
Utilization of Cerebral Microdialysis  
in the Neuroscience ICU
Chad Miller, MD
12 p.m., Thalians Auditorium

July 31, 2009
Nanomedicine Technology for Brain Tumor Treatment
Julia Ljubimova, MD/PhD
12 p.m., Thalians Auditorium
 
August 14, 2009
Supportive Care in Neuro-Oncology
Jeremy Rudnick, MD
12 p.m., Thalians Auditorium

August 28, 2009
Technology Transfer at CSMC: Basics and Process*
Carlos Encinas, PhD
12 p.m., Thalians Auditorium

September 11, 2009
Latest Developments in Stroke Treatment  
and Research
David Palestrant, MD
12 p.m., Thalians Auditorium

September 25, 2009
Stem Cell Transplantation’s Role  
in Stroke Research
Gary Steinberg, MD, PhD
12 p.m., Thalians Auditorium

October 9, 2009
Early Developmental Trials in Brain Tumors
Steve Piantadosi, MD
12 p.m., Educational Conference Center,  
Room B

October 23, 2009
Pituitary Tumor Therapy
Shlomo Melmed, MD
12 p.m., Educational Conference Center,  
Room B

November 13, 2009
Diagnosis and Treatment of Pituitary Tumors
Edward Laws, MD
12 p.m., Thalians Auditorium

*There is no CME credit for this lecture.
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Note: schedule subject to change.

Please visit www.csmc.edu/neuro-grandrounds 

or email Samantha Phu at phus@cshs.org  

for updates.

December 4, 2009
Extent of Resection and Outcome in Patients with Gliomas
Mitchell Berger, MD
12 p.m., Thalians Auditorium

Special  Evening Events

Two-hour evening events start at 6 p.m.  Location varies.   

Space is limited; to guarantee a seat, please call (310) 423-9522 or register 

online at www.cedars-sinai.edu/neurosurg-cme. 

March 26, 2009
A New Frontier: Using the NIS, SEER, and ARF Databases to Assess Disparities, Trends, and Outcomes in 
Brain Tumor Patients Nationwide
Alfredo Quinones-Hinojosa, MD
Location to be announced

September 24, 2009
Recent Innovations in Moyamoya Disease Treatment
Gary Steinberg, MD, PhD
Location to be announced

November 12, 2009
Successes and Frustrations of Malignant Glioma Therapy
Edward Laws, MD
Location to be announced

December 3, 2009
Neurophysiological Stimulation Mapping of Cortical and Subcortical Functions during Glioma Surgery
Mitchell Berger, MD
Location to be announced

SPECIAL ALL DAY SYMPOSIUM

May 8, 2009
Stem Cells and Immunity in Glioma Therapy Symposium
Course Chairman, John Yu, MD
9am to 5pm, Harvey Morse Auditorium



C o u r s e  D e s c r i p t i o n
This activity has been designed to educate our 
medical staff, residents, fellows and physicians in the 
community on the diagnosing of various nervous 
system disorders, as well as sharing the latest research 
strategies related to these neurological disorders. 
Our noted multidisciplinary faculty and visiting 
professors will present current information on the 
role and significance of new surgical technologies, 
which will educate and keep current neurosurgeons, 
neuropathologists, primary physicians and other 
professionals involved in the management and 
diagnosis of neurological disorders. 

T a r g e t  A u d i e n c e
These conferences are designed for neurosurgeons, 
neurologists, primary physicians, residents, fellows and 
other professionals involved in the management and 
diagnosis of neurological disorders.  

E d u c a t i o n a l  O b j e c t i v e s
At the conclusion of this activity, the participant 
should be able to:
•	 Evaluate the benefits of current treatment options 

and assess the latest strategies in neurological 
research for implementing in daily clinical practice

•	 Appraise current and future neurological 
treatments and their application and benefits in 
optimal patient care

•	 Judge the role and significance of new surgical 
technologies and how best to implement these 
new treatment options in daily practice

A c c r e d i t a t i o n  S t a t e m e n t
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education to provide continuing medical education  
for physicians.

Cred i t  Des ignat ion  Statement
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center designates this 
educational activity for a maximum of 1.0 AMA PRA 
Category 1 Credit™  Physicians should only claim credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation in 
the activity.

P o l i c y  o n  D i s c l o s u r e
It is the policy of Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
to ensure balance, independence, objectivity, and 
scientific rigor in all of its educational activities.  
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center assesses conflict of 
interest with its faculty, planners and managers of 
CME activities.  Conflicts of interest that are identified 
are resolved by reviewing that presenter’s content for 
fair balance and absence of bias, scientific objectivity 
of studies utilized in this activity, and patient care 
recommendations.

A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t
Companies who support this CME activity with 
educational grants will be acknowledged verbally at the 
conference and on posters.

All events are located at Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center.  The room locations are varied, please 
contact Samantha Phu at 310-423-9522 for 
location information and to be added to our 
mailing list.

We encourage participation by all individuals.  If you 
have a disability, advance notification of any special 

needs will help us better serve you.

A C T I V I T Y  I N F O R M A T I O N



L O C A T I O N

The Educational Conference Center (ECC) is at the west end of the 
North Tower of the hospital on the Plaza Level. 

Thalians Auditorium is at 8730 Alden Drive.   
From the street level, go up one floor to the auditorium.
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Cedars-Sinai Medical Center

F A C U L T Y

Patrick Reid, MD
Visiting Chief Resident,  
Department of Neurosurgery,  
Rochester University
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Jeremy Rudnick, MD
Neuro-oncologist,  
Division of Neurology,  
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Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
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Ram Vasudevan, MD
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Cedars-Sinai Medical Center

G U E S T  F A C U L T Y

Mitchell Berger, MD	
Chair, Neurological Surgery,  
University of California, San Francisco
San Francisco, CA 

Austin Colohan, MD
Chair, Neurosurgery and Professor, School of Medicine  
Loma Linda University
Loma Linda, CA

Alfredo Quinones-Hinojosa, MD	 
Director, Brain Tumor Program &  
Associate Professor of Neurosurgery  
and Oncology - Johns Hopkins 
Baltimore, MD
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Director, Neuro-Endocrine/Pituitary Program,  
Department of Neurosurgery,  
Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Boston, MA

Gary Steinberg, MD, PhD	  
Lacroute-Hearst Professor & Chairman,  
Neurosurgery & Professor,  
Stanford University Medical Center 
Stanford, CA



Cedars-Sinai Department of Neurosurgery

The Department of Neurosurgery is dedicated to providing leading-edge, 
compassionate care, advancing the field of neurosurgery and conducting 
unparalleled research. As a result of this commitment and its ability to treat 
the most complex and difficult cases, Cedars-Sinai has been ranked by US 
News & World Report among the nation’s top hospitals for neurology and 
neurosurgery. Chaired by Keith L. Black, MD, the department has more than 
50 full-time researchers at the Maxine Dunitz Neurosurgical Institute, supported 
by significant National Institutes of Health grants and private donations, who 
collaborate with clinical teams to rapidly translate laboratory findings into clinical 
practice. As a result, patients at Cedars-Sinai have direct access to many of the 
most promising, emerging treatment protocols, with care delivered in a patient 
and family-oriented environment where education and psychosocial support are 
top priorities.

The Cedars-Sinai Department of Neurosurgery has a neurosurgical training 
program that is designed to produce neurosurgeons who are skilled in the 
research laboratory as they are in the operating room. The residency program 
director is Moise Danielpour, MD and it is accredited by the American Council 
for Graduate Medical Education.
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